Abbots Ripton Parish Council

Parish Clerk: Mrs Samantha Sharp
Telephone: 07734 389616
E-Mail: clerk@abbotsripton-pc.gov.uk

Meeting of Abbots Ripton Parish Council' was held on Tuesday 26" May 2026 at 7.00pm at:
Abbots Ripton Village Hall, Abbots Ripton, Huntingdon PE28 2PF

MINUTES

Present — Steve Brown (Chairman), Victoria Wilson (Vice Chairman), Kevin Mills and 18
members of the public

00016/05-26 To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Clir Eastbury, CliIr Kelly - Accepted

00017/05-26 To receive Disclosable Interests Declarations.
None
Meeting Closed - 1904

00018/05-26 Public participation.
To allow up to 10 minutes (2 minutes per person) for any members of the
public and councillors declaring the existence and nature of a prejudicial
interest to address the meeting in relation to the business on this agenda.

Clerk received 2 emails from Parishioners notifying the Council of their
objections.

Chairman of Houghton and Wyton shared the North Huntingdon & St Ives
Cumulative Impacts Group encouraging all Councils to be part of to build a
bigger voice.

Found to be unsound, found to be undeliverable.

Chairman of Kings Ripton shared the physical factors to support the
objection. Traffic would be increased. Flooding is an issue from the current
Alconbury site and would only be worse. Including loss of property and
potentially loss of life.

Concern that the District Council will make a decision without taking the
comments from Parishioners, Parish Councils and external agencies.

Waste water management is a high concern, especially if it is put into place
after the construction.

Disproportionate to the size of the local villages.

Question regarding additional consideration has been made regarding the
other side of the A141.

Local Government Act 1972, schedule 12, paragraph 7 (2).



Abbots Ripton Parish Council

Parish Clerk: Mrs Samantha Sharp
Telephone: 07734 389616
E-Mail: clerk@abbotsripton-pc.gov.uk

Meeting Opened - 1937

00019/05-26 To discuss the additional site of Sapley Garden Village within the
Huntingdonshire Local Plan and resolve a response to submit on
behalf of Abbots Ripton Parish Council

Clir Brown proposed a letter of objection (Appendix A)
Clir Wilson Seconded
ALL IN FAVOUR

00020/05-26 To note the dates of the next Parish Council meetings.

Tuesday 23" June — AGAR and Annual Meeting
Tuesday 21t July

Tuesday 15" September

Tuesday 27" October

Tuesday 8" December — Budget and Precept
Tuesday 2™ February

Tuesday 30" March

Meeting Closed — 1940
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Appendix A

For the Attention of:

Planning Policy
Huntingdonshire District Council
Pathfinder House

St Mary's Street

Huntingdon

PE29 3TN

Ref: Preferred Options Local Draft Plan to 2046 consultation closing 10t June 2026

Proposal:

Reserving land as a “Strategic Reserve Site” for future development between
Huntingdon and Abbots Ripton of up to 7,000 homes with associated infrastructure
to be called “Sapley Park Garden Village”.

Dear Sir/Madam,

OBJECTION to the Proposal referred to as “Sapley Park Garden Village”

| am writing to formally object to the above proposal to declare the above land as a
Strategic Reserve Site for up to a 7,000-home development between Huntingdon
and Abbots Ripton.

| am in full support of the detail objections/comments raised by my local Parish
Council and the District Councillors for the Sawtry Ward.

Writing on behalf of Abbots Ripton Parish Council to register our strong objection to
the inclusion of Reserve Site A — Sapley Garden Village in the draft local plan across
both the proposed Phase 1 & Phase 2.

Designating this land as suitable for a major integrated housing and commercial
development runs counter to the interests and environment of the villages of Abbots
Ripton and Wennington and does not seem consistent with wider issues.

The scale of the potential development is that of a small town, similar in size to
Alconbury Weald with little consideration given to what would be taken away from
the existing community, the environment in general and the burden of already
stretched infrastructure and services
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1. The entire area proposed is currently green field grade 2 farmland under
cultivation for over 200 years with preserved copses and field margins
providing extensive wildlife habitat. Conversion to an urban conurbation is
entirely counter to national food security and ecological/environmental
considerations. Brown field locations should be prioritised for housing
development.

2. Abbots Ripton is a conservation village — so designated to preserve it's
character and manage modest development to keep it’s structure and
historical identity intact. A proposal to build up to the boundaries of the village
is entirely inconsistent with the concept of a Conservation Area.

3. Local service infrastucure in the village, drainage, sewage management, and
roads are stretched at best from developments over the past 10 years. In
particular water run off (potentially impacted by the Alconbury Weald
development) has created flood incidents that have never been seen before.
Our pumped sewage management has failed on several occasions. We have
little or no confidence that this infrastructure would be managed to be
adequate for even modest development, let alone a New Town.

4. The surrounding road network is already so poor the village has become a rat
run for traffic exiting the A1 at Sawtry for destinations South and East avoiding
as much of the A141 as possible. The new Alconbury Weald junction with
A141 will no doubt make this even worse when fully operational. The Sapley
Garden Village reserve plan would put unimaginable burden on the A141 and
require significant upgrading of the road of the road from Abbots Ripton to the
Tesco roundabout making it an even more attractive rat run.

We believe the entire proposal to be ill considered and unsound. We are not
requesting modification of the Reserve Plan within the Local Plan, we are requesting
that it be removed.

Yours faithfully



